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Letters to the Editor 561 

I believe the private nurse's work is just as lasting, broadening, good, and 
interesting as visiting, missionary, and other work. We are all one, and are 
all striving for the same results, — to relieve, to educate, and to be helpful to 
our fellow creatures. I wish more felt as I do toward private duty, because 
we need more good nurses in our field. 
Iowa. S. E. L. 

THE EXPERIENCES OF AN INSPECTOR 

Dear Editor: I appreciated very much your remarks in regard to the 
inspection of schools. 1 have been asked to do that work in my state, this 
year. I visited a few schools last fall and was so overwhelmed with difficult 
problems that I gave up the work until I should have time to study and 
prepare myself to guide and advise in a more intelligent and helpful way. My 
own experience as superintendent of a small hospital is invaluable, but we 
meet with a different situation in each school. Inspector. 

TALKS TO SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Dear Editor: I note a request, in your correspondent's department, for 
the experience of those who have talked to public school children on the sex 
problems. I have been Sanitary School Inspector in our city for two years, 
and during that time I have had to talk to boys three times on sex questions. 
The boys were seventh and eighth grade boys — the largest number I ever 
addressed was about 40, the other groups were smaller. Each time, the 
principal of the school (a lady) was present and introduced me ceremoniously, 
as one in authority, who knew that all she uttered was true. The boys behaved 
with perfect decorum, and I have been told that the solitary vices were much 
less than formerly. My talk was along the lines of strength and manliness — 
that yielding to vices was weakness, etc., etc. 

i have never been asked to address girls. I do not think it would be 
wise to talk with equal plainness to them in a group. It must be done in a 
more private and personal way with a girl. 

The most encouraging thing I have had in my work in the public schools 
here, is the Mothers' Meetings, which are held in the schoolhouses. To these 
I have talked, and that is where one can say what is most necessary for both 
the boys and the girls. I never speak for more than 20 or 30 minutes, and as 
the teachers serve tea and wafers afterwards, I remain and eat with the 
mothers, and they come to me and ask questions about many things that 
trouble them, and then I can drive home still more closely the gospel of 
purity we are all trying to teach. 

The following list of books, taken from a late number of the Review of 
Reviews, may prove helpful : Dr. Francis H. MacCarthy's " Hygiene for Mother 
and Child" (Harper); Mrs. Burton Chance's "Mother and Daughter" (Cen- 
tury); Sir Oliver Lodge's "Parent and Child" (Funk & Wagnalls) ; Dr. Le 
Grand Kerr's " Care and Training of Children " (Funk & Wagnalls) ; Margaret 
Slattery's "The Girl in Her Teens" (Sunday School Times); and Dr. Edith 
B. Lowry's " Confidences — TaJks with a Young Girl Concerning- Herself " 
(Forbes & Co., Chicago). 

Mrs. H. C. Lounsbeby, 
Sanitary School Inspector, 
Charleston, West Va. 



